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About us

CulturalHeritage.cc  was founded in 1999 with the 
mission to create an affordable so�ware product 
and online community for museum professionals. 
CulturalHeritage.cc Founda�ons is a leading provider 
of collec�on management so�ware to cultural 
heritage organiza�ons around the world.
The CulturalHeritage.cc website serves as 
interna�onal portal and curators pla�orm within the 
museum environment.
The key applica�on – MuseumD-System, built on the 
frequently awarded CrossmarX ‘STUDIO’ so�ware 
– allows flexible adapta�on to workflows such as 
applica�on processes fit to na�onal or local laws and 
procedures.
The General Public has access to the interna�onal 
Museums index, exhibi�on agenda and several 
collec�ons uploaded by CulturalHeritage.cc curator 
members
Members of the CulturalHeritage.cc Founda�on have 
full access to the database. Members are allowed 
to upload relevant informa�on, museums event 
agenda, documenta�on, collec�ons and objects or 
items of all types.

The interna�onal - cross-bordering - projects 
database is also available to all members.

MuseumD-System
Our system and services comprise everything you 
need 
1. to catalogue and share your collec�on and 
2. manage contacts, members, donors and more.

Already for 10 years MuseumD-System is the world’s 
most affordable museum so�ware on the present 
market. Since 2006 our database includes enhanced 
mul�media and new screens for cataloguing all 
types of collec�ons such as Archaeology, Mari�me 
Archaeology, Egyptology, Oral history and more.

MuseumD-System was the first museum so�ware 
that supported all types of documents, including 
Audio and Video and 3D imaging. CulturalHeritage.cc 
offered its system for free to all AFRICOM members 
in 2003 to support the documenta�on of – in 
par�cular - African Intangible Heritage.

MuseumD-System provides easy connec�vity 
between all types of Tangible and Intangible Heritage 
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resul�ng in contextual informa�on of the uploaded 
collec�on records.
CulturalHeritage.cc Founda�on’s Mul�media op�ons 
– video, audio and other digital instruments such as 
Adobe Presenter, Flash etc. - help you enhance your 
catalogue records by a�aching video clips, audio 
files, digital images, MS-Word documents, Excel 
spreadsheets, and web pages.

The collec�ve database can easily be implemented 
into exis�ng web sites at lowest possible costs.

Thanks to contribu�ons of members and close 
correspondence with museum standards such as 
Ge�y Object ID, Spectrum, CHINN and Dublin Core, 
CulturalHeritage.cc Founda�on sets its standard for 
collec�on management. It is affordable, flexible, and 
easy to use for both small organiza�ons and large 
collec�ons with an infinite amount of catalogue 
records.

Dissemina�on of Cultural Heritage
Cataloguing by digi�sa�on to disseminate 
‘Tangible and Intangible Cultural Heritage’ is the 
main objec�ve of our Founda�on. In par�cular 
our support to developing countries, museums 
and cultural heritage ins�tu�ons with low (or no) 
budgets are our stakeholders and partners.
We work in close coopera�on with our stakeholders 
in both development, tes�ng and daily use of our 
web oriented contextual database. 
Input of knowledge by our partners is – in this way 
– being shared with all users at lowest possible 
costs.
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Digital informa�on presented in our database is

    -easy to find and easy to retrieve, also cross-
sectorial

    -possible for the user to fully understand, accept 
and use

    -retrievable, accessible and usable not only on 
short term but also for future genera�ons

    -provided with a suitable context to support 
learning for all categories of users

    -adaptable to new percep�ons of tangible 
and intangible heritage promoted by emergent    
prac�ces of learning.

Fundamental is our service environment addressing 
the needs of users replacing internally oriented 
systems as mostly used at present.

The focus shi�s from ques�ons on distribu�on 
of informa�on available in the exis�ng internally 
oriented systems, whereas our system corresponds 

to the needs of the surrounding world (educa�on 
system, research, lifelong learning, etc.) in a 
searchable and distributed ICT environment. 
Our project in the long run aims at establishing 
a knowledge oriented perspec�ve on contextual 
content and the building of a crea�ve and 
intelligent learning environment making it possible 
for different user categories to handle this more 
comprehensible contextual content.
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MuseumD-System: our web based Collec�on 
Management System
-Our system is built on the latest industry web 
standards and easily competes with the old 
fashioned internally oriented systems since most of 
them were developed in the pre-internet era.

-The underlying so�ware, developed by CrossmarX 
the Netherlands, proved to be the most flexible 
compared to other systems available in the present 
market; quick changes in the database model and 
adapta�ons to the requested needs of its users 
proved this point on many occasions.

-Our system competes with exis�ng so�ware 
packages, even ‘open source’, in terms of costs, 
both in development and maintenance costs.

-Conversion from old systems, based on old 
fashioned rigid so�ware proved to be easy and fast 
to accomplish.

-Based on the web version a stand alone version is 
available for internal or ‘field’ use. Data are easy to 
synchronize with the web version.

Conclusion: Dissemina�on of our Cultural Heritage
CulturalHeritage.cc Founda�on as non-profit 
organiza�on proved, during the 10 years since it 
was founded, to be valuable and effec�ve for the 
dissemina�on of Cultural Heritage of all kinds.
Also, its database model and collec�on type formats 
developed in concert with its users demonstrated 
a most effec�ve and efficient way to build a world 
museum standard without ignoring the exis�ng 
available standards.
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1999 > History and present ac�vi�es

January 2000, founding of CulturalHeritage.cc, at the 
�me named MuseumDepot.org Founda�on.

CULTURALHERITAGE.CC Founda�on
previously

MuseumDepot.org Founda�on

The Lascaux horse is our logo since December 1999.
As moveable animal but immoveable as object, 

- walking mirror wise with its original -
it symbolizes our ambi�ous but simultaneously simple idea 
of a database for our world cultural heritage made possible 

through the internet.

Cultural Heritage Ins�tu�ons of all kind
are invited to publish their collec�ons and
exchange knowledge and provide insight 

in each others culture.
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> 2000: Mobility of objects

As of January 2000, a database model has been 
developed for moveable objects in coopera�on with 
The Dutch Ins�tute for Cultural Heritage (ICN). 
The goal was to build a digital pla�orm to publish 
objects in storage and thus to enable research, 
mobility of objects (e.g. loan, exchange, de-
accessioning) and virtual access to objects that might 
otherwise never be displayed.
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>2002

CulturalHeritage.cc Founda�on presented its system 
in concert with The Dutch Ins�tute for Cultural 
Heritage (ICN) at the ICOM conference in Barcelona.

Rik Vos director General of ICN and Cees List 
co-founder of CulturalHeritage.cc during the 

presenta�on of MuseumD-System at the ICOM 
conference in Barcelona

The first database model of MuseumD-System represented a 
digital chair collec�on brought together by:

The Dutch Ins�tute for Cultural Heritage
Stedelijk Museum Amsterdam

S�ch�ng Stoelen
TU Del� Bouwkunst

Gemeente Museum Den Haag
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> 2003: Intangible heritage

A call made by AFRICOM for documen�ng intangible 
heritage, before the AFRICOM conference in 2003, 
made clear that the database developed by our 
Founda�on could respond to that need, as it already 
allowed not only uploading digital images, but 
also storage of sound, video and all other types of 
standard documents (PDF, PPT, Word, Excel, etc).
At the �me, no other collec�on management systems 
with these features were available.

Cees List and Floris Guntenaar with the management 
team of AFRICOM during trainings in Nairobi. 

At right: Lorna Abungu, execu�ve director of AFRICOM

NRC ar�cle, le�er of 
intend and webpage 

of AFRICOM
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>2004/2005/2006 and onward.

MuseumD-System So�ware trainings were executed 
by our team in Senegal, Kenya, Namibia, Robben 
Island Training Program - South Africa, Mozambique, 
the Netherlands and the Russian Federa�on 
respec�vely.

The support and training team represents a group 
of experienced users of the MuseumD-System that 
are trained to be trainer on na�onal or local levels 
in different countries. Trainers with different mother 
tongue are available and will be presented to the 
applicant party by CulturalHeritage.cc Founda�on. 
Trainings are given in the following languages: Dutch, 
English, French, German, Portuguese, Russian and 
Spanish. (see: Help & Support team at our website)

MuseumD-System trainings
Trust of Arican Rock Art,

West African Museums Program,
Robben Island Training Program,
Namibian Museums Associa�on
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MuseumD-System trainings
Senegal
Kenya

Namibia
Botswana

Mozambique
South Africa

Russian Federa�on
The Netherlands

Mozambique

Botswana

Namibia
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General
Object ID is an interna�onal standard for describing 
cultural objects. It has been developed through the 
collabora�on of the museum community, police and 
customs agencies, the art trade, insurance industry, and 
valuers of art and an�ques.
The Object ID project was ini�ated by the J. Paul 
Ge�y Trust in 1993 and the standard was launched in 
1997. It is being promoted by major law enforcement 
agencies, including the FBI, Scotland Yard and Interpol; 
museum, cultural heritage, art trade and art appraisal 
organiza�ons; and insurance companies.
By means of its descrip�ve standard, Object ID 
contributes towards the fight against art the� by 
allowing easy documenta�on of objects and their quick 
iden�fica�on in case of illicit appropria�on.

The project
The Object ID project began with two premises: One, a 
stolen object cannot be returned to its righ�ul owner 
unless it has been adequately documented; and two, 
in the case of the�, the informa�on about the object 

should be able to travel rapidly across the world and 
be circulated among a number of organiza�ons. Both 
premises require agreement on what informa�on 
cons�tutes an adequate record for iden�fying an object.

Present situa�on
The Ge�y Trust has granted the Interna�onal Council of 
Museums (ICOM) a worldwide license to house Object ID 
and to undertake promo�onal ac�vi�es for the standard.  
The Ge�y retains copyright.  Thus, when publishing the 
Checklist, the copyright owner has to be men�oned:  
“© The J. Paul Ge�y Trust” as well as the ICOM Web site 
housing Object ID:  h�p:// icom.museum/object-id/

Communica�on
UNESCO and ICOM are presently working on transla�ons 
of the Object ID checklist  - with the support and 
coopera�on of its interna�onal members - into as many 
languages as possible.
Communica�on between all responsible par�es 
suppor�ng the Object ID project is essen�al. Part of 
these transla�ons are executed in close coopera�on with 
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CulturalHeritage.cc Founda�on (prev. MuseumDepot.org 
Founda�on), The Netherlands. 
CulturalHeritage.cc Founda�on developed a stand-alone 
applica�on database based on the Object ID standard 
checklist that is being offered for free to all ICOM 
members.

Development
CulturalHeritage.cc presently develops an on line 
database that enables par�cipa�ng members to work 
simultaneously on the transla�ons necessary.
The Interna�onal Council of Museums supports its goal 
to establish an interna�onal network of Object ID users 
with the aim to fight illicit traffic in the most efficient 
way.
It therefore encourages the ini�a�ves of CulturalHeritage.
cc to undertake transla�ons of the Object ID standard in 
as many languages as possible. Taken into account that 
ICOM is a large organiza�on but with limited funding it 
asks interested and responsible par�es to support this 
important project where possible.

We thank you in advance for your a�en�on to this 
ma�er.
Sincerely yours,
John Zvereff
Secretary General, ICOM

ICOM web page
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>2006: Founda�on for Cultural Inventory 

The Amsterdam based Founda�on for Cultural 
Inventory (SCI) is a non-profit organiza�on, focussing 
on documen�ng not or lesser known Dutch and 
Flemish artworks from the 16th and 17th century in 
non-westeuropean countries. 
Since early 2006 SCI used our database to make 
inventories of collec�ons in Cuba, India, Estonia, 
Serbia and the Russian Federa�on.
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Rybinsk State Historical-Architectural and Ar�s�c Preserve Museum

Rybinsk State Historical-Architectural and Ar�s�c Preserve Museum

Kadriorg Art Museum

Mikkel MuseumPrince of Wales MuseumWalvis Bay Museum
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> 2006: Implementa�on of Tangible and Intangible 
heritage; documenta�on and inventorying

Visionary statements from South African Heritage 
Resources Agency (SAHRA) at the Museums 
Associa�on Namibia (MAN) conference in Walvisbay, 
in 2006, suggested that CulturalHeritage.cc could 
implement important changes in the database 
model. Interconnec�vity of collec�ons of all types, 
Tangible and Intangible was essen�al. The system 
underwent major changes during the following six 
month, and is since then available in its enhanced 
version.
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> 2007: Interna�onal projects

CulturalHeritage.cc extended its database model 
with an interna�onal Project-Database.
Projects of historical and cultural value undertaken 
by coopera�ng ins�tu�ons are stored in our 
database and allow upda�ng by the joint members.

Exchange of academic research, knowledge and 
experience in the field of interna�onal cultural 
heritage is brought together and func�ons as a 
communica�on pla�orm for its par�cipants.

In this way we provide not only documenta�on 
of cultural heritage of all types, but also support 
easy linkage between different collec�on items and 
documents within this cross-bordering projects 
database.

Only members of CulturalHeritage.cc have 
authorized access to this protected environment.
This feature enables coproduc�ons and sharing 
relevant informa�on between the par�cipa�ng 
members.

Le�er of intend regarding the 
development of a training Centre

and discussion group
during the Heritage Day Suriname

Bird eye view of envisioned 
training Centre
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> 2008: Development and Policy

Terms of References (TOR) as developed by SAHRA 
were further specified and implemented in the 
collec�ve database model. A�er 8 years of modeling, 
development and tes�ng, the present database 
model comes close to the envisioned perspec�ve of 
our founda�on: to provide a complete contextual 
model that serves documenta�on of all types of 
cultural heritage to heritage ins�tu�ons at lowest 
possible costs; offline as well as online; with possible 
synchroniza�on of the offline version with the 
online version. It concomitantly func�ons as an 
interna�onal research and communica�on pla�orm.

Based on the SAHRA Terms of References and MuseumD-System a pilot model was 
presented at SAHRA’s offices in Cape Town, March 2009.

Prepara�on of the
presenta�on at SAHRA’s 

offices. >
< 800 records of shipwrecks 
were imported in the model 

and made part of the 
presenta�on
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>2009: Russian Museums Associa�on

A�er compara�ve research of Collec�on 
Management Systems (CMS) in the Netherlands 
(2007) by the Russian Museums Associa�on (RMA) 
- assisted by the Founda�on for Cultural Inventory 
and the Netherlands Ins�tute for Cultural Heritage 
(ICN) – RMA announced a joint project with SCI 
and CulturalHeritage.cc Founda�on to implement 
MuseumD-System.

Among the reviewed CMS-systems Adlib, Musip and 
MuseumD-System were thoroughly examined by the 
RMA.

Result of the compara�ve research of the CMS 
programs is the usage of MuseumD-System for the 
project involving the training of 28 trainees from 14 
regional museums in the Russian Republic in 2009 
and 2010.
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Following training and survey of the transla�on 
executed in March 2009 in concert with the RMA, 
the first ‘Training for Trainees’ took place in the 
House of Leo Tolstoy in Yasnaya Polyana, September 
2009

The program proved suitable for digi�za�on of the 
Russian collec�ons in the Russian language and does 
not require the purchase of any addi�onal so�ware. 

To provide sustainability, adapta�on to specific 
sub-collec�on formats can be implemented by the 
RMA within its own environment, ownership and 
responsibility. Local data storage and private access 
to the award winning CrossmarX ‘Applica�on Engine’ 
guarantees long-term ownership and enables 
RMA to apply proper specifica�ons within its own 
environment.

Trainings in the House of Leo Tolstoy 
in Yasnaya Polyana,
Russian Federa�on



24

> 2008/2009: NEMO Energe�ca collec�on

The Energe�ca collec�on (16.097 electric objects) 
has been successfully imported and upgraded within 
the CulturalHeritage.cc web environment. With the 
new owner of the collec�on, NEMO Science Centre, 
a program starts to incorporate the collec�on into 
the NEMO website with direct access to the CHF 
database.
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>2009: Reposi�oning of Aims and Objec�ves

Different member users have proved the envisioned 
wide and diverse use of the system:  Collec�ons of 
Dutch & Flemish art inventoried by SCI (S�ch�ng 
Cultuur Inventarisa�e – Culture Inventory 
Founda�on), Historic monuments of Namibia by 
MAN (Museums Associa�on Namibia), 16.097 
electric apparatus and machines by the Energe�ca 
Founda�on, are obviously collec�on types that show 
the variety of use.

Also the database for Cross-bordering projects 
extends its original model towards a communica�on 
pla�orm for various cultural heritage subjects.

All its users can easily apply cross-reverences 
between objects, sites and intangible heritage 
topics.
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> 2010

January: NAMIBIA so�ware trainings
MuseumD-System (collec�on Management System).
Trainings took place in January 2010, in Namibia.

The 21 day tour was organized by the Museum 
Associa�on of Namibia funded by UNESCO.

Collec�on items from different museums in Namibia, 
including world’s largest quartz Crystal cluster
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> 2010

22- July
Training for trainers from the Netherlands
26-July
Training for trainers from the Netherlands
2-June
Training for trainers from the Russian Museums 
Associa�on
&
Opening of our new training facili�es in Amsterdam

STUDIO, Oudezijds Achterburgwal 141
1012 DG, Amsterdam
The Netherlands

Russian Trainer and
trainees at work in 
the new studio in 

Amsterdam
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> 2010

30 May-1 June
CODART DERTIEN congress, Ro�erdam in 
coopera�on with the Museum Boijmans van 
Beuningen.
Market of ideas
Digi�za�on: presenta�on of the contextual database 
by CulturalHeritage.cc
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Le�er from and Cultural Inventory Founda�on (SCI)

Gerdien Verschoor, director of 
CODART and Lia Gorter, director
Cultural Inventory Founda�on

in the Pushkin Museum
ready to present the new published 

catalogue
 ’Collec�on of Dutch painters’
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Some collec�on items from the following par�cipa�ng 
museums are shown on these pages.

Collec�ons of these museums can be found at our 
Homepage, bu�on ‘EXPLORE COLLECTIONS’

Baroda Museum and Picture Gallery
Collec�on Mackor
Del� University of Technology, Faculty of Architecture
Gemeente Museum Den Haag
Gobabis Museum
Kadriorg Art Museum
Kursk State Art Gallery named a�er A.A. Dejneka
Mikkel Museum
Museo Nacional de Bellas Artes de Cuba
Museums Associa�on of Namibia
Na�onal Art Gallery of Namibia
Na�onal Museum Belgrade/ Narodni Muzej
Na�onal Museum of Namibia
NEMO Science Centre
Niguliste Church Museum
Netherlands Ins�tute for Cultural Heritage (ICN)
Perm State Gallery of Art
Prince of Wales Museum
Rybinsk State Historical-Architectural and Ar�s�c Preserve Museum
Saratov State Art Museum named a�er A.N. Radishchev
Stedelijk Museum Amsterdam
S�ch�ng Stoelen Museum
Tallinn City Museum
Tambov Regional Art Gallery
The Kaluga Regional Art Museum
Tula Museum of Fine Arts
Ulyanovsk Regional Art Museum
Walvis Bay Museum

Baroda Museum and Picture Gallery
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organisa�ons and due diligence reviews. He used to fulfil 
the Human Capital role for eight years.

Arent van Wassenaer (Secretary) is a lawyer and partner 
with Allen & Overy and has been in legal prac�ce since 
1983. He advises contractors, consultants, employers, 
sponsors and lenders on all issues arising out of large real 
estate, development and infrastructure projects, both 
conten�ous and non-conten�ous. Arent is involved in 
the development and implementa�on of “cu�ng edge” 
construc�on law developments in The Netherlands, such 
as DRB’s, Market Consulta�on, Unsolicited Proposals, the 
Standard DBFM Contract and the Compe��ve Dialogue 
tender procedure, as well as Alliances. He was a co-chair 
of the Interna�onal Construc�on Projects Commi�ee 
of the IBA un�l 2005. He is on the board of the Na�onal 
Founda�on De Nieuwe Kerk.

Rik Vos (board member) is former Director General of 
the Netherland Ins�tute for Cultural Heritage (1996-
2003), ICN, which manages one of Netherlands’ largest 
collec�ons: that of the Dutch State, comprising all 
objects no accounted for by the State Museums - a total 
of more than 170,000 items. ICN par�cipated - with 
Stedelijk Museum Amsterdam, Gemeentemuseum 
The Hague and Del� University of Technology - in the 
presenta�on of the web applica�on of CulturalHeritage 

> Supervisory Board

Mar�jn Sanders (Chairman) has a Doctoral Degree 
Management Science of the Economnic University in 
Ro�erdam, Netherlands and a Masters Degree in Business 
Administra�on of the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, 
Michigan, USA. For almost 25 years he used to be the 
Managing Director of Het Concertgebouw, Amsterdam. 
From 1997 un�l 2005 he was Chairman of AVRO, Dutch 
public radio and television broadcas�ng network. Being a 
collector of art himself he occupies with greatest interest 
posi�ons in Advisory Boards of various public and private 
organiza�ons in the interna�onal field of culture. He is 
intendant of the Dutch/China Founda�on for Cultural 
Exchange. Mar�jn is Commander of the Order of Oranje 
Nassau and Honorary Commander of the Order of the 
Bri�sh Empire.

Jan L. Sebel (Vice-Chairman) is in daily life working as 
audit partner for PricewaterhouseCoopers. Besides 
providing audit services to a variety of clients, he is chief 
of the Amsterdam office. His clients are opera�ng in the 
public sector; e.g. culture and leisure. Further Jan has a 
number of Board memberships, in which he mostly takes 
care of the role of the treasurer. These memberships 
are in the cultural area. Jan has experience in audi�ng 
financials, se�ng up internal control systems for 
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at the Interna�onal Council of Museums Conference 
2001 in Barcelona. Art historian Rik Vos worked for the 
educa�onal department of the Rijksmuseum Amsterdam 
and was Senior Lecturer of the Art History Department 
of the Groningen University. Before his appointment to 
his post with ICN he func�oned as Director of the Fries 
Museum (Frisian Museum, 1990-1996). 
He occupied/occupies seats on the board of various 
heritage organiza�ons, a.o. as Chairman of the 
Netherlands Museum Associa�on.

Founder
Floris Guntenaar (execu�ve board) is a designer and 
the ini�ator of CulturalHeritage.cc Founda�on. He was 
earlier also the ini�ator and founder of CINEKID Film 
and Television Fes�val, Amsterdam. He designed several 
i�nerant exhibi�ons: Berlin/Amsterdam, The World of 
Anne Frank, Das Akt Foto, One Hundred Years of Jazz, 
‘Art and Kitsch’, ‘That’s Jazz’: the Sound of the 20th 
Century (for this exhibi�on Floris designed a concert 
hall and acous�c ‘direct sound’ speakers.) As a costume 
and theatre designer he has worked for DutchTelevision, 
the Netherlands Opera and numerous Dutch theatre 
companies as well for the Aspen Music Fes�val in the USA 
and for the Science Water Park in Toyama, Japan.

Co-founder
Cees List (advisor) used to be General Manager of the 
Gemeentemuseum, The Hague, from 1983 un�l 1997. 
He was project manager for ‘The Spiritual in Art: Abstract 
Pain�ng 1890-1985’ jointly organized with the Los Angeles 
County Museum of Art and the Museum of Contemporary 
Art, Chicago and for the commemora�ve exhibi�on ‘Piet 
Mondriaan, 1872-1944’ organized and presented in 1994, 
1995 and 1996 at the Na�onal Gallery of Art, Washington, 
the Gemeentemuseum, The Hague and The Museum of 
Modern Art, New York. On the occasion of the fi�ieth 
anniversary of the birth of the Cobra Movement in 1998 
he worked as Ac�ng Director of the Cobra Museum for 
Modern Art on various commemora�ve exhibi�ons around 
the world.
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TESTIMONIALS

NAMIBIA
“The system that was selected for use by the Museums Associa�on of Namibia is the MD-System so�ware designed and 
distributed by the CulturalHeritage.cc Founda�on, based in Amsterdam, Holland.  The main reasons for choosing this system 
were: i) it had been recommended by the Interna�onal Council of African Museums (AFRICOM) as a user-friendly system; ii) it 
is a flexible system and allows Namibian museums to request fields and features to be added that will suit our local collec�ons; 
iii) The Founda�on has licensed the Museums Associa�on of Namibia to distribute the so�ware free of charge to Namibian 
museums (other commercially available systems are too expensive for use by most Namibian museums); iv) the system has been 
adopted in a number of neighbouring countries and as a web-based system this creates the poten�al for increased regional 
museum co-opera�on as well as encouraging partnerships and communica�on between museums inside Namibia; v) valuable 
technical support for the programme is available via the internet and through the provision of training on loca�on and vi) 
the MS-System has the capacity to allow objects to be linked to heritage sites and intangible heritage – and thus give a more 
comprehensive biography of an object and place it in a broader context.”

Jeremy Silvester, execu�ve officer Museums Associa�on Namibia

BOTSWANA
The aim, to make the Na�onal Collec�ons accessible to the general public, scholars and researchers will be supported by 
CulturalHeritage.cc Founda�on in close coopera�on with the Na�onal Museum of Botswana and the Museums Associa�on of 
Namibia.
On June 21st the Na�onal Museum of Botswana stated that it is looking forward to pursuing this venture and taking it to greater 
heights with both Namibia and any other interes�ng party within the SADC area. 
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Floris,
 
It has been wonderful knowing you and learning from you. My ins�tu�on will never be the same thanks to you. The curators at 
all levels are very excited about the program and its prospects. We will ever so grateful for your unsurpassing passion for the 
subject and the unwavering dedica�on to the field of IT. We are humbled that you chose to answer to our plea for help. I have to 
say, I was also touched by my member of staff Letlole for her boldness in pu�ng this together. She is very crea�ve and thorough.
 
We are looking forward to pursuing this venture and taking it to greater heights with both Namibia and any other interes�ng 
party within the SADC area. Letlole will con�nue to be the facilitator of the program. Once again thank you for the value adding 
resource you gave without reserva�on.
 
KIND REGARDS 
Mrs. Soso Ruth Mweendo, director
Na�onal Museum of Botswana

SOUTH AFRICA
Re; African Program in Museum and heritage studies (AMPHS) post graduate program jointly convened since 1998 by the Robben 
Island Museum and the University of the Western Cape.
(...)
A special component of the program entails exposing par�cipants to cu�ng edge technological applica�ons in the heritage/
museum sector. It is on record that CulturalHeritage.cc Founda�on has been offering valuable assistance in the provision of 
training on the use of digital registra�on and documenta�on of objects of cultural heritage to par�cipants since 2006.

Yours sincerely,
Lekgetho James Makola, Ac�ng Senior Manager
Heritage Resources and Environmental Management Department
ROBBEN ISLAND MUSEUM
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RUSSIAN FEDERATION
(...) The computer program that the CHF has developed to digi�ze museum collec�ons is suitable for registra�on and digi�za�on 
of all kinds of museum collec�ons in Russia.
From September 7th �ll the 14th 2007 two representa�ves of the RMA, Mr. E. Surin and Mrs. M. Zvereva, to learn from the 
experience of Dutch colleagues in the field of digitally describing works of art in museum collec�ons.
During their stay they got to know the databases in the following Dutch ins�tu�ons:
- RKD in The Hague: the Ad-lib program developed originally to set up registra�on in libraries and adapted for descrip�on of 
works of art.
- ICN: inventory system Musip
-SCI: MuseumD-System, developed by CulturalHeritage.cc for entering data of museum collec�ons. 
This last program, complying to all the requirements of ICOM, is suitable for digi�za�on of the Russian collec�ons in the Russian 
language and does not require the purchase of any addi�onal computer so�ware. Entries can be executed by any curator 
connected to the internet. In addi�on costs involved for the use of this program are low.
(...)
Long term results of the project:
1. The correct informa�on makes thorough publica�on of the collec�ons possible.
2. Museums can publish their own collec�on catalogues or can add to exis�ng publica�ons.
3. Exchange of collec�ons on loan na�onally as well as interna�onally is made easier.
4. Interna�onal exhibi�ons can be organised.
5. Art the�, illegal transporta�on of art objects and illegal dealing in art will be prevented.
6. We hope that this project will contribute to a far wider repute of the work of our non-profit organisa�on.

Sincerely yours,
Vladimir Iljits Tolstoy
Chairman of the Central Board of the Russian Museum Associa�on
Director of the State Nature Reserve and Museum-Countryhouse 
of Lev N. Tolstoy “Yasnaya Polyana”
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The opinions and reac�ons of the par�cipants of the seminar at Yasnaya Polyana:

‘The primary aim of our par�cipa�on in the seminar is to get acquainted with the interna�onal database as well as to have the 
possibility of entering our museum collec�on into this database. The seminar was instruc�ve, produc�ve and intensive.’  
Galina Grigorievna Demina
Head curator of the Ulyanovsk Regional Museum for Visual Arts (Ulyanovsk, Russian Federa�on)

This experience will also be very frui�ul for our young art historians with whom I work. A�er all, it offers good perspec�ves on 
their future work ac�vi�es. At this moment a new genera�on of art historians is developing as well as a new public. That is why 
it is so important to find new approaches with which the tradi�onal part of our museum collec�ons can be made up to date. 
The digital registra�on of the museum collec�on in the interna�onal databases also serves as a good example for those people 
working with Russian heritage.’ 
Igor Nikolayevich Martynov
Head of the department of Western European art of the Perm State Art Gallery (Perm, Russian Federa�on)

‘The opportunity to learn to work with the digital programme offers great advantages for us. We will do everything to fully make 
use of this opportunity. It is frui�ul to have met the Dutch experts, to have received informa�on directly from them, and to have 
used the Dutch database.
It is important to strengthen and promote these contacts with our Dutch colleagues.’  
Natalya Vladimirovna Marchenko
Director of the Kaluga State Museum for Visual Arts 
(Kaluga, Russian Federa�on)
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We were very interested in learning about the well-developed European database. For us it was important to obtain informa�on 
about the exis�ng database in which Dutch art is recorded, and to be able to consult the data. 
Natalya Genadiyevna Smirnova
Head curator of the Rybinsk State Museum for History, Architecture and Visual Arts (Rybinsk, Jaroslav district of the Russian 
Federa�on)

‘The encounter with the Russian colleagues was important for us. It was, however, even more important to meet the Dutch 
experts. They were real professionals. 
Marina Nikolayevna Kuzina
Director of the Tula State Museum for Visual Arts (Tula, Russian Federa�on)

We live in �mes of globalisa�on of knowledge and informa�on. In order to meet the demands of the current interna�onal 
scien�fic world, we have to remain up to date about the standards and demands that are maintained in these circles. 
Elena Ivanovna Olenich
Head of the department of Western European art 
in the Tula State Museum for Visual Arts (Tula, Russian Federa�on) 

‘This seminar will be of importance for the regional museums and will help 
to further develop the regional museums. 
Tamara Nikolayevna Shestakova
Director of the Tambov Regional Art Gallery (Tambov, Russian Federa�on)
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www.CulturalHeritage.cc Founda�on
P.O. Box 79069
1070 NC Amsterdam
The Netherlands
+31 6 15061625
info@CulturalHeritage.cc 

web page showing Trainers of MuseumD-System
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CulturalHeritage.cc Founda�on
Par�cipa�on

Museums, Cultural Heritage ins�tu�ons

General Par�cipant
FREE

Benefits: publica�on of name and address details, exhibi�on and event agenda

Ins�tu�onal Par�cipant
minimum 3 years € 155 PY

Benefits: publica�on of name and address details, exhibi�on and event agenda 
PLUS upload and publica�on of objects and collec�ons, 
FREE standalone version MuseumD-System: Inhouse Collec�on Management System

Projects Par�cipant
Ins�tu�onal Par�cipant 

plus ‘project’ € 35 PY

Benefits: publica�on of name and address details, exhibi�on and event agenda 
PLUS upload and publica�on of objects and collec�ons, 
FREE standalone version MuseumD-System: Inhouse collec�on management system
Project par�cipant with protected access: coproduc�ons / exchange of knowledge and research


