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Documenting Cultural Heritage on the web

OUR MISSION AND VISION

While in the Western hemisphere different databases were
separately developed for moveable heritage (paintings,
antiques, etc.), immoveable heritage (monuments, historic
buildings, archeological sites) and intangible heritage

(oral history, music, dance), with no interconnection
provided, the African culture and perspective inspired our
Foundation to adapt its system to this broader insight and
visionary future use.

Considering that tangible heritage is the physical
manifestation of intangible heritage, the connected classes
or links between the tangible and intangible ‘components’
of cultural heritage will make the database a most efficient
and complete model for research and scholarship.
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About us

CulturalHeritage.cc was founded in 1999 with the
mission to create an affordable software product
and online community for museum professionals.
CulturalHeritage.cc Foundations is a leading provider
of collection management software to cultural
heritage organizations around the world.

The CulturalHeritage.cc website serves as an
international portal and curators platform within the
museum environment.

The key application — MuseumD-System, built on the
frequently awarded CrossmarX ‘STUDIO’ software

— allows flexible adaptation to workflows such as
application processes fit to national or local laws and
procedures.

The General Public has access to the international
Museums index, exhibition agenda and several
collections uploaded by CulturalHeritage.cc
participants.

Partners of the CulturalHeritage.cc Foundation

have full access to the database and are authorized
to upload relevant information, museums event
agenda, documentation, collections and objects or
items of all types.

The international - cross-bordering - projects
database is also available to all partners.

MuseumbD-System

Our system and services comprise everything you
need

1. to catalogue and share your collection and

2. to manage contacts, members, donors and more.

Already for 10 years MuseumD-System is the world’s
most affordable museum software on the present
market. Since 2006 our database includes enhanced
multimedia and new screens for cataloguing all
types of collections such as Archaeology, Maritime
Archaeology, Egyptology, Oral history and more.

MuseumD-System was the first museum software
that supported all types of documents, including
Audio and Video and 3D imaging. CulturalHeritage.cc
offered its system for free to all AFRICOM members
in 2003 to support the documentation of —in
particular - African Intangible Heritage.

MuseumD-System provides easy connectivity
between all types of Tangible and Intangible Heritage




resulting in contextual information of the uploaded
collection records.

CulturalHeritage.cc Foundation’s Multimedia options
- video, audio and other digital instruments such as
Adobe Presenter, Flash etc. - help you enhance your
catalogue records by attaching video clips, audio
files, digital images, MS-Word documents, Excel
spreadsheets, and web pages.

The collective database can easily be implemented
into existing websites at lowest possible costs.

Thanks to contributions of our partners and close
correspondence with museum standards such as
Getty Object ID, Spectrum, CHIN and Dublin Core,
CulturalHeritage.cc Foundation sets its standard for
collection management. It is affordable, flexible, and
easy to use for both small organizations and large
collections with an infinite amount of catalogue
records.

Dissemination of Cultural Heritage

Cataloguing by digitization to disseminate
‘Tangible and Intangible Cultural Heritage’ is the
main objective of our Foundation. In particular
our support to developing countries, museums
and cultural heritage institutions with low (or no)
budgets are our stakeholders and partners.

We work in close cooperation with our stakeholders
in both development, testing and daily use of our
web oriented contextual database.

Input of knowledge by our partners is —in this way
—shared with all users at lowest possible costs.

From Old to New

Conversions of data from old systems to our
database - built on the latest industry standards - is
a smooth process and makes the use of old systems
superfluous.

The repeatedly awarded CrossmarX Software
‘Engine’ - eluding expensive software design -
enables our partners with the proper inventorying
and documentation as encouraged by ICOM.







MuseumD-System: our web based Collection
Management System

-Our system is built on the latest industry web
standards and easily competes with the old
fashioned internally oriented systems since most
were developed in the pre-internet era.

-The underlying software, developed by CrossmarX
the Netherlands, proved to be the most flexible
compared to other systems available in the present
market; quick changes in the database model and
adaptations to the requested needs of its users
proved this point on many occasions.

-Our system competes with existing software
packages, even ‘open source’, in terms of costs,
both in development and maintenance costs.

-Conversion from old systems, based on old
fashioned rigid software proved to be easy and fast
to accomplish.

-Based on the web version a stand alone version is
available for internal or ‘field’ use. Data are easy to
synchronize with the web version.

Conclusion: Dissemination of our Cultural Heritage
CulturalHeritage.cc Foundation as non-profit
organization proved, during the 10 years since it
was founded, to be valuable and effective for the
dissemination of Cultural Heritage of all kinds.

Also, its database model and collection type formats
developed in concert with its users demonstrated

a most effective and efficient way to build a world
museum standard without ignoring the existing
available standards.




























































































































